
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bernadette’s Parish 
Pastoral Community of South & East Belfast 

Feast of the Holy Family  
Sunday 27th December 2020  
Sunday Cycle B         Psalter Week 1 
 

 

Masses over the Christmas Season 
Monday 28th December:  9.30am (St. Bernadette’s) 
Tuesday 29th December:   9.30am (St. Bernadette’s) 
Wed. 30th December:  9.30am (St. Bernadette’s) 
Thursday 31st December:   10am (Good Shepherd) 
 
Friday 1st January 2021 (Mary, Mother of God)  
10am:  Good Shepherd 
 
Saturday 2nd January  
10am:   Good Shepherd 
6pm Vigil: St. Bernadette’s 
 
Sunday 3rd January – Second Sunday of Christmas  
9am:  Good Shepherd 
10.30am:  Good Shepherd 
11am:   St. Bernadette’s 
12.30pm: Good Shepherd 
 
Monday 4th January:  9.30am (St. Bernadette’s) 
Tuesday 5th January:   9.30am (St. Bernadette’s) 
 7pm Vigil for Epiphany (St.  Bernadette’s) 
 
Wednesday 6th January: - The Epiphany of the Lord 
9.30am  St. Bernadette’s 
11am   Good Shepherd 
7pm   Good Shepherd 
 
Thursday 7th January:  10am (Good Shepherd) 
Friday 8th January: 10am (Good Shepherd) 
Saturday 9th January: 10am (Good Shepherd) 
 

 

 

 

Church Opening Times for Private Prayer 
St. Bernadette’s:  Monday, Tuesday, Wed. 9 – 12. 
Good Shepherd:  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10 – 12. 

 

Merry Christmas Everyone 

A Saviour is Born 

May the blessings of peace, joy, love and hope be with you and your family this Christmas Season and 

throughout the New Year. 

 Christmas Message 2020 
“Christmas at Home” 

 

Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 

your home.” Matthew 1:20 
 

On 8th December 2020, Pope Francis issued an Apostolic Letter “With 
a Father’s Heart”1, dedicating the year ahead under the patronage of 
St Joseph. The scriptures recall how, in the most difficult of personal 
circumstances, Joseph took Mary into his home, welcomed the Christ-
child as his own and courageously became their guardian. In Joseph, 
Mary and Jesus witnessed the tender love of God. 
 

Christmas 2020 is a very different Christmas for everyone. Families 
and parishes across the world are not able to celebrate in the normal 
way. For some, this will be a Christmas celebrated at home. Sacrificing 
much in the pursuit of health and wellbeing, others will spend this 
Christmas in isolation, unable to join those they love. Like Mary and 
Joseph, exiled to protect the newly born Christ child, many have been 
compelled to change their plans at the last minute because of 
evolving circumstances. 
 

And yet the light of the Christ-Child can still illuminate the hearts and 
hearths of all this Christmas bringing joy and hope. 
This experience will certainly evoke in many of us a nostalgia for the 
memories of Christmas in previous years, recalling those who were 
with us in the past, family celebrations and gatherings, Christmas 
carolling, Vigil Masses and prayers around the crib. 
 

At the same time, the 2020 Christmas experience will cast light on and 
reveal so much that we have taken for granted. Over this past year, 
we have all learned to draw upon new sources of creativity and 
resourcefulness. This Christmas there is the potential to experience 
and strengthen further our homes as cradles of faith and prayer 
within our parishes and Christian communities. Just as with the wise 
men from the East, there is wonder and joy to be experienced – 
namely, to identify afresh and appreciate anew the personal qualities 
of those closest and most familiar to us. 
 

So, let us celebrate Christmas at Home. In our homes, let the Christ-
child take centre place. Over this festive season, I encourage you to 
join our parish communities online and to pray for one another, for 
your families and friends. Let us pray also for our health care workers 
and for all front-line staff as they selflessly and tirelessly continue to 
care for our sick throughout the Christmas season. And we could use 
the methods of communication available to us to reach out and 
connect with those we love and especially those living on their own. 
May the blessing of this Christmas Season bring hope and joy into 
your hearts and homes. 
 

+Noel Treanor, Bishop of Down and Connor 

 

 

A Christmas Prayer for the Family 
God our Father, 
Bless our family as we pray before the scene of your new-
born Son, lying in the manger, 
Like the shepherds, enable to see with your guiding light 
the best of things to come, 
Like the Magi, give us the openness of mind to see you in 
others, 
And most of all like Mary and Joseph, give us faith and 
hope that you are walking with us every step of the way. 
Amen. 

 

There will be no bulletin next weekend. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Parish Finances 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support. 
Weekly Offertory 20th December:  £1521.36 
 
We recognise that this is a time of financial worry for many, and for that reason giving 
to the parish should be secondary to your own particular needs. 
 

Please see the letter below about parish finances. 

 

St. Bernadette's SVP  
Many thanks to parishioners for your 
very generous response to the Christmas 
appeal.  
Donations can still be made via the 
marked donation box on the wall in the 
side porch of St Bernadette’s Church or 
left in a marked envelope stating SVP 
through the door of the Parochial House 
at 28 Willowbank Park. Donations can be 
made online at Svpni.co.uk or telephone 
02890750161. St Bernadette’s SVP now 
have their own dedicated giving site 
which can be accessed on the link below  
svp.ie/StBernadettesSouthandEastBelfas
tAppeal 
In addition, should you require 
assistance or know of someone who 
does, please contact our SVP Regional 
Office at 02890351561 where your 
request will be treated confidentially 
and directed to our Conference.  
 

Our Faithful Departed 
 

We pray for our beloved dead: 
Recently Deceased 
Muriel Robinson, Joan Shore, Patricia Teggart, Martin Looney, Joanne McBride. 
 
Anniversaries 
Frances McArt, Sarah McGlinchey, Patrick & Kathleen Bell, Elizabeth Donnelly, Margaret 
Doherty, Dominic Doherty, Eileen Gogarty, Joseph White, Rose Woods, Elizabeth 
McCormick.  

 

 

A Prayer Resource for 
Christmas  
A prayer resource booklet for 

homes “The 12 Days of 

Christmas” is available online. 

See 

www.northernpastoral.network 

or parish website 

 

Thank You to Parish Volunteers 

Many thanks to all parishioners who contribute to the life of the parish in so many 
ways - very often behind the scenes.  
We acknowledge the added burden, as a result of Covid-19, on the volunteers who 
clean the church, and on the stewards, who keep us safe. 
Thank you everyone for your contribution to parish life in this most challenging year. 
We wish every blessing for you and your families this Christmas. 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
Thanks to all who donated a Poinsettia 

plant in memory of a loved one. 

Diocesan Directories 
The 2021 Down & Connor Diocesan 
Directory is available from the sacristy. 
Price £4 

Dear Parishioners, 
No one could have foreseen the difficulties we would have to endure due to Covid-19. This 
pandemic has caused death, illness, loneliness and severe pressure on our health service and 
economy. As a parish community, even in these challenging and difficult times, once again 
the prayers and example of parishioners have supported many throughout this crisis. We, the 
priests of the parish, very much appreciate your continued generosity, support, and prayers.  
We wish to take this opportunity to give you some update on Parish Finances. 

1.  Financial Statement 
As you may be aware, it is usual to give an annual parish financial statement. This will still be 

given but will include both 2019 and 2020 on the one statement. It is hoped to circulate this 

sometime in the new year. However, it will come as no surprise that the usual Parish income 

to date has been reduced in 2020 by 35%, compared to 2019. 

2.  Priests Welfare Fund 
The Priests’ Welfare Fund is a central fund to which the 12 Monthly Stipend Collections, 
along with the Easter, Autumn and Christmas Collections are “pooled” from every parish in 
the Diocese.  The Fund functions to ensure the priests ministering in our Diocese receive an 
equal level of income.  This Fund has been reduced by 33% since the beginning of the 
pandemic.  The reason it has stayed afloat is because of the generosity of so many 
parishioners throughout the Diocese.  Thanks to those who are able to contribute. 
 
3. Christmas collection 
Every year the Priests’ Welfare Fund relies heavily on the Christmas voluntary collection for 

the income of priests. This year, however, we are aware that many families are under more 

financial pressure than usual. So again, we are reminding parishioners that contributing to 

any parish collections should be secondary to your own particular needs. 

4. Contributions 
For those who wish, and are able, to contribute, collection boxes will be available in the 

church, throughout the Christmas season, for any Christmas/Parish envelopes, contributions, 

or donations. It is also possible to donate to the Parish finances and/or Priests’ Welfare Fund 

via the donate button on the website or via standing order form. 

Thank you again for all your support. 
Wishing you all every blessing and good health for Christmas 2020 and the New Year, 
 
Fr. Brendan and Fr. Michael 

 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/0oqeCq2nYigkNFZpxxV?domain=svp.ie
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/0oqeCq2nYigkNFZpxxV?domain=svp.ie
http://www.northernpastoral.network/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 


